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And in 2012 we will hold our first ever International Camp in the County. Dates are still being discussed but the 

venue is confirmed � Linnet Clough. I want this to be a truly  international camp � not just a County Camp with a 

small handful of visitors from abroad. NOW is the time to start thinking about how you can establish contacts with 

Scouts from other countries, build friendship groups and invite them over to Greater Manchester East to take part in 

the camp and enjoy the warm Mancunian hospitality which was so much in evidence when our Japanese Scout 

friends joined us before the Centenary World Jamboree. 

The International dimension is something very special to Scouting. Its not just about the highlight events � it should 

be a part and parcel of our regular Scouting for all members, and I hope that over the coming months the County  

will be able to provide more support in this programme area. Watch this space! 

 

Andrew Corrie, County Commissioner    

INTERNATIONAL SCOUTING.... 

IT�S THE FUTURE! 
I have just completed our County�s application for places in the UK 

Contingent to the 22nd World Jamboree in Sweden and it made me 

realise how soon the event will be upon us � 27th J uly-7th August 

2011. As soon as we receive confirmatiion of our allocation of places 

then we will start the process of selecting Leaders and participants. 

 

�International Scouting� will be very much to the f ore in the County 

over the next few years. This year the County has two internationial 

highlights � the Ski course in Austria in March ,an d the Scout section 

expediton to Kandersteg  21st-30th August (some spaces still 

available � contact John Dawson ACC Programme for f urther details). 

Next year we are running a County Expedition to Japan  - open to all 

Explorers and Network members. It will include participation in the 

Japanese International Camp, home hospitality, and a stay in Tokyo. 

Further details will be announced after Easter. 

 

In 2011  its the World Jamboree and I hope we will have full 

participation in that. 

What�s in this Issue ?... 
 
Chris Kippax joins the British 

Youth Council... 

News from Linnet Clough... 

Super Cub breaks a record! 

�Jambo Fever� Starts here !! 

Animania, all the details !! 

News from County Office... 

And Lots Lots More... 
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GME at THE 22nd WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE ~ Sweden 2011 
 

Would you like the once in a lifetime chance to lead the Greater Manchester East contingent to the 22nd 

World Scout Jamboree, which will be taking place in Sweden during the summer of 2011? 

 

Although 2011 sounds a long way off, there is a lot of work to be done prior to the Jamboree; this is why 

the County Commissioner and his team are looking for enthusiastic, hardworking and dedicated 

individuals to lead the GME contingent. 

 

Once selected, the leadership team will have the exciting task to ensure that the participants get the 

maximum enjoyment possible out of this unique international experience. 

If you are interested in becoming either Unit Leader or an Assistant Unit Leader please contact John 

Dawson (ACC Programme) for further information. 

 

John Dawson ACC (Programme) 

Tel:  07726 170875       

e-mail:  programme@gmescouts.org.uk  
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There are very few places left for the summer 

expedition to Kandersteg, if you�ve still not 

made up your mind, time is running out! 

Places can be secured with a deposit of only 

£50 per person, the total cost will be £550.  

To avoid disappointment contact ACC 

Programme, John Dawson or checkout the 

New County website 

 

www.gmescouts.org.uk 
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CHIEF SCOUT�S GOLD AWARD 

RECEPTION 

Thursday 23rd April 2009 

The first of our Chief Scout�s Gold Award Receptions this year will have a special focus with it being held 

on St. George�s Day. Please ensure that any of your Scouts who have gained this award � the highest in  

the Scout Section, have the opportunity to attend.  

For a copy of the application form to attend, please go to the County Website and download the form / or 

enter the following into your Web browser: http://www.gmescouts.org.uk/downloads/booking-forms.aspx 

Application Forms to be submitted to County Office not later than 31st March 2009 

����
 
Congratulations to Henry Procter of the Glossop Explorer Scouts for 

gaining his Queens Scout Award. Well done Henry from everybody at 

County Life. 

 

Chris Kippax � your route to the British Youth Coun cil ....  

Chris Kippax (ESL - Denton District) has just been accepted as a member of 

the Scout delegation to the British Youth Council. The Scout Association�s 

British Youth Council Delegation gives young people the opportunity to 

represent the views of youth members of The Scout Association on a wide 

range of issues that affect the youth of today.  

 

As a member of the delegation he will have the opportunity to shape the policy of the BYC as well as lobby on 

these issues at the highest level. We�re hoping to get some more information from Chris for the next County 

Life about his exact. 

 

Well done Chris, it�s a great achievement to join the BYC and we�re sure you will represent Scouting and GME 

well. 

 

The British Youth Councils web site address is www.byc.org.uk 
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This is an annual walking challenge competition open to all members of the Scout and Guide movements 

and the invitation is open to all counties and districts. 

 

The Challenge for 2009 will be held on Sunday 19th April starting at 7:30am. The route will Approach the 

Lancashire and Yorkshire borders from Towneley Park southeast of Burnley to Dunhazles West of Hellifield, 

that�s a distance of approx. thirty-five miles in eleven hours � are you up for the challenge? 

The route has yet to be finalised but there will be seven checkpoints where welfare and support for the 

participants will be available. 

 

The following age group categories are:      

 

Open               Over 18 yrs (plus all teams are entered in this section also) 

Male Teams    10yrs to under 15yrs   and   14yrs to under 19yrs 

Female            10yrs to under 15yrs   and   14yrs to under 19yrs 

Mixed              10yrs to under 15yrs   and   14yrs to under 19yrs 

Novice             Teams consisting of people who have not previously won in any of the above categories 

 

The competition for the 10 � 15 years age group wil l start at the  second checkpoint and finish at Earby, this 

being a distance of Twenty  miles. *An experienced adult (CRB vetted) will be required to accompany any 

team entering this age group. 

A team will contain a minimum of four and a maximum of seven participants. 

The cost per individual person will be £5 and individual and team trophies will be awarded. 

* For further information or entry forms please ring Keith Cooke � 01282 430388   
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We are holding an Awards Reception Evening for Explorer Scouts and 

Network members who have recently gained their Chief Scout�s Platinum or 

Diamond Awards, Queen�s Scout Award and/or Duke of Edinburgh Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards. 

Explorer Scouts and Network members receiving awards are each invited to bring along two guests plus Unit 

leaders. The event is to be held at St George’s Centre, Windmill Lane, Dane Bank commencing at 7.45pm and 

will include a hotpot supper. If you have any members who wish to attend please contact your DESC or local 

Network administrator. Names to be submitted to County 

Office with award details not later than 31st March 2009 

(places are limited and will be on a first come, first served 

basis).  

 

Leon worked tirelessly for about 3 years to do all the badges, his favourites were martial arts, the 

outdoor type badges (camping, map reader, navigator etc) and sports badges (he is also a yellow belt 

at karate, swims for davenport swimming club, plays football and does octopush (underwater hockey) 

which helped Leon achieve some of these badges.  Leon said the hardest badge was global 

conservation as that took almost 6 months to do. 

 

SUPER CUB GOES BADGE CRAZY! 
A Cub from 1st Hazel Grove Mao pack, Ladybrook Valley district, 

Leon Johnson, has passed all 33 activity badges !! and by doing so 

he�s managed to become a record breaker, Leon finished his record 

haul in September 2008 but only recently received confirmation of his 

achievement. 

Andrew Thorpe from the Scouting Association media office confirmed 

that Leon completed his badges at around the same time as another 

Cub called Ben from Norfolk making them both record holders. 
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News from the Clough 
A new year starts and with it the camping season for 2009 and here at Linnet Clough 

we have started with our annual County Winter Camp, this year�s event was yet again 

very well attended with around 200 brave campers on the site for the weekend. 

This year the weather was kind to the campers and likewise the campers were kind to 

the site and we would like to thank all of those who attended the camp for their respect 

for the site and the condition they left it in, something you should all be proud of. 

 

Service Crew 
As with all camping weekends as well as the organisers of the event the running of the site and activities would 

not happen without the Service Crew. 

The Service Crew is made up of two sections, The Junior Crew 14 � 18 year old and The Senior Crew 18+ 

although there is no difference in the responsibilities and dedication of either section. 

As part of Crew you not only help maintain the site where possible you are trained up on the various activities 

run on site so you can instruct for groups. 

Should you wish more information about The Service Crew or would like to join please contact the site on 

0161 427 1688 or email linnetcloughcamp@aol.com 

Water water everywhere but not a drop to drink���.   

A phrase that is often used, well by some, but this winter became reality for the camping fields.  Following a 

burst pipe somewhere between the Archery range and Field Wardens hut, and the digging of quite a few holes 

and trenches to locate it, a new length of pipe has now been installed by-passing the burst. So if you come up 

to site and think a giant mole has plagued the site now you know! 

We�ve changed the name but are still the best 
As you will see from the logo at the top of the page Linnet Clough as �upgraded� to reflect 

what Linnet can now offer.  We have included Activity Centre to our title but fear not dear 

campers Linnet Clough always has been and always will remain a Scout Campsite, the 

activities are here to support the camping experience and offer you all access to a more 

adventurous programme. 
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MORE.... News from the Clough 

The Cube 
If you don�t know by now where have you been?  The Cube 

High Ropes Course is now up and running and several training 

weekends have taken place for instructors and more are due 

which will be advertised in County Life.  Several groups and the 

Winter Weekend campers have experienced it and the feed 

back is second to none.                   

 

So if you�ve not seen it or would like information about either 

visit us at the site or contact us on 0161 427 1688 or email 

linnetcloughcamp@aol.com 

ROCK ROCK TILL YOU 
DROP! (with Anne and Carl 
!!) 
If you like your music loud and proud, or if you just 

fancy a night at the theatre, why not join us at the 

Palace Theatre in Manchester on Wednesday 25th 

March at 7.30pm to see the legendary musical, 

inspired by the music of the even more legendary 

rock band Queen!   We Will Rock You 

 

We have managed to get a great deal on the tickets 

and have 100 available at just £15 each. (that�s a 

massive saving of  £10.00 of the face value plus 

booking fee price) 

The tickets are available to all, friends, families etc 

etc  so if you want to book, call Carl or Ann at Linnet 

Clough on 0161 427 1688. 
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Eric Simmons 15 th August 1927 – 6 th January 2009 
It is with great sadness that we have to inform you all that Eric, a much loved friend and colleague to many 

people from across the County passed away earlier this year.  We received the letter below from Peter 

Pilbeam, Honorary Group President of Eric’s Group, The 1st Davenport Mile End and we’re sure you will all 

agree that it’s a fitting tribute to a wonderful member of the Scout movement. 

May we send our deepest condolences to his family on behalf of all members, young and old, of Greater 

Manchester East Scout County.  


