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NOTES ON

QUEEN’S SCOUT AWARDS

Revised October 2008
Available on the county website – www.gmescouts.org.uk
Queen’s Scout Awards

Completion of the Queen’s Scout Award (Q.S.A.) is something which an Explorer Scout or Network Member should be justifiably proud of, which we should all take pride in and we should ensure goes smoothly. It is up to each and every one of us to create the atmosphere which will positively encourage association members aged 14 to 25 to attain the Q.S.A. The purpose of this document is to pull together information which will be of use and to simplify the process of obtaining the award.

THE AWARD AND ITS REQUIREMENTS
A full statement of the requirements for the Q.S.A. is contained in the ‘Explorer Essentials / Network Essentials’ documents. Further information is contained within the ‘Navigator File’ and on scoutbase website address as follows. http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/badges/explorer-tqsa.htm. These requirements are summarised below.
Each Q.S.A application is approved by the County Commissioner after an interview is held with the County Queens Scout Co-ordinators. This is to ensure that the requirements have been met to a high standard and the prospective Queen’s Scout is familiar with the options available for presentation of the badge and the Royal Certificate. 

Award Requirements

To gain this Award the following requirements must be completed: 

1. Be a member of Explorer Scouts or the Scout Network or both for at least 18 months. This can include any time counted for the Chief Scout's Platinum or Diamond Awards. 

2. Complete 18 nights away as an Explorer Scout or member of the Scout Network, of which 12 must be camping. This may include any nights counted for the Chief Scout's Platinum or Diamond Awards. 

3. Complete two activities from the list of International, Environment and Values activities. (these can be found at http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/badges/explorer-iev_list.htm). These should be different activities from the Chief Scout's Platinum and Diamond Awards and not from the same area. 

4. Hold the Gold Duke of Edinburgh's Award, or complete the five Queen's Scout Award Challenges, which are: 

a. take up a Skill for 6 or 12 months, and show progress and lasting interest. The skill can be an existing interest or something entirely new 

b. take up a Physical Activity for 6 or 12 months, completing an agreed programme of taking part and achievement 

NOTE: all members should complete twelve months in either the Physical Activity or the Skill

c. provide Service to an individual or the community for 12 months. Briefing and training should be given in order to gain the necessary skills. This many include helping with another Section as a Young Leader 

NOTE: members who are not holders of the Duke of Edinburgh's Silver Award or the Chief Scout's Diamond Award must complete an extra six months in either the Service or the longer of the Skills or Physical Recreation Challenge. 

d. complete a four day and three night expedition in open or adventurous country by foot, cycle, horse, canoe, boat or dinghy. The expedition should involve careful preparation, training, responsibility and review 

e. complete a five day and four night residential project in an unfamiliar environment with people who are not known. This project should be environmental work, activity based, service to others or personal training 
5. Following completion of the above make a presentation, to a suitable audience, of your achievements in working towards the Queen's Scout Award. 

6. Arrange to discuss your achievements with the Queen’s Scout Co-ordinator.

ON COMPLETION OF THE QUEEN’S SCOUT AWARD

A Greater Manchester East registration form has been created (copy attached) which must be completed and returned to the Queen’s Scout Co-ordinator.

This form replaces the form printed by the scout association in the navigator file. Completing the form will ensure that a free cloth and lapel badge are received as well as invitations to a certificate presentation and the St George’s Day Parade at Windsor. NOTE: Q.S.A. badges cannot be obtained from the badge secretary.
Once the Q.S.A. is completed we need to make sure that the following happen. A list of responsibilities is attached.

1. The Q.S.A. Badge Presentation
On receipt of the signed form the Queen’s Scout Co-ordinator will pass the form to the national co-ordinators. They then dispatch the free cloth and lapel badges to the Queen’s Scout Co-ordinator, who will then dispatch them to the requested address. An appropriate address must be supplied for the badges to be sent to before the presentation. This is usually the organiser of the presentation and must not be the recipient. If several members of a unit receive the award together please supply one address for all badges. 

The County Commissioner, at an appropriate Unit / District / County event normally presents this badge. 
Make sure that an ‘Event’ is lined up for the presentation - and the date is in the County Commissioner’s diary. It is likely that there will be a delay of three to five weeks before a presentation can be made, depending on diaries.

As well as the County Commissioner, the County Scout Network Commissioner or District Explorer Scout Commissioner, and the District Commissioner, should be invited, although they may not all be able to attend.

2. The Q.S.A. Royal Certificate presentation
The Royal Certificate may be presented in one of two ways:

LOCALLY 
At a presentation organised by the County. This usually takes place in March. The Lord Lieutenant of Manchester, or his deputy, on behalf of the Queen presents the Certificates with the County Commissioner and other dignitaries in attendance.  Recipients will be contacted with information about this event by the County Office.

NATIONALLY
At a presentation by the Chief Scout. These take place in London at least once a year, normally in October/ November. Headquarters makes all arrangements for these and they will contact the recipient direct with the details.

3. The St George’s Day Parade, Windsor
Every year, normally on the Sunday closest to St George’s Day (April 23rd), there is a National Parade and Service for Queen’s Scouts. The parade is at Windsor Castle and is reviewed by the Queen or her representative. The Service is held in St George’s Chapel. Each person will be invited to take ONE guest to the Parade although further tickets can be requested and distributed dependant on numbers. Headquarters makes all arrangements for these and they will contact the recipient direct with the details.

4. Promotion of the Q.S.A.
Perhaps the most important thing about the Q.S.A. is that it says so much about the Queen’s Scout as an individual. Many organisations and employers recognise the value of the award. It is in the interest of the recipient to tell people that they have achieved the award. As much advice and encouragement as possible should be given to a new Queen’s Scout so that they are able to promote their Q.S.A. 

Prior to attending interviews it is worth reviewing the details of an individual’s award so that topics can be introduced into conversation.

QUEEN’S SCOUT AWARD RESPONSIBILITIES

Queen’s Scout

1. Complete the requirements of the award.
2. Complete the appropriate part of the Q.S.A. registration form.
3. Arrange to have a discussion about your award with the Queens Scout Co-ordinator.
County Queen’s Scout Co-ordinator

1. Informal interview of the prospective Queen’s Scout.

2. Assess the completion of the Q.S.A. 

3. Ensure that the Queen’s Scout understands about the Windsor parade, certificate presentation and exploiting the Q.S.A.

4. Ensure Q.S.A. registration forms are processed.

5. Send out badges to requested address.

6. Maintain list of Q.S.A. gained.

7. Organise local Royal Certificate presentation.

8. Promote discussion amongst Unit Leaders and Executive Committees concerning award standards, assessment and exchange of ideas.
9. Provide support on matters relating to the Queen’s Scout Award.

Explorer Unit / Network Leaders

1. Advise / co-ordinate the Unit on organisation of badge presentation event.

County Commissioner
1. Present Queen’s Scout Award Badge to recipient.

GREATER MANCHESTER EAST QUEEN’S SCOUT AWARD

REGISTRATION FORM / CERTIFICATE APPLICATION

For an applicant to be awarded their Queen’s Scout Award the following form must be completed. Any questions please call the Queen’s Scout Co-ordinators Neal & Joanne Charlton on 0161 343 2897 or email queenscout@gmescouts.org.uk.

Box 1 - The Queen’s Scout should complete this section: You are entitled to attend a local or national presentation of your Royal Certificate as well as the National St George’s Day Parade, Windsor. Please circle your preferences.

Box 2 - The Queen’s Scout should sign here after completion of all the requirements of the Q.S.A.

Box 3 – County Commissioner should sign here to indicate the approval of the award, after the interview. 

Box 4 - The Explorer unit or Network Leader should indicate the organiser of the presentations (not the recipients) address for the free Queen’s Scout Award cloth badges to be sent to prior to the event.

The form should be sent to Neal & Joanne Charlton, Queen’s Scout Co-ordinators, 26 Brownlea Ave., Dukinfield, Cheshire, SK16 4TZ or email to queenscout@gmescouts.org.uk (please take two copies - one for the Unit and one for the Queen’s Scout).

Please allow 28 days for the badges to be dispatched as these must be ordered through Gilwell.

The Section should now arrange with the County Commissioner to present the Queen’s Scout Award Badge.
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	Membership of Scout Network  or Explorer Scouts (at least 18 months) since:
	
	18 Nights of residential events (at least 12 under canvas) completed:
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Two activities completed from the list of International, Environment and Values.
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	Do you hold the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award?
	Yes     /     No
	(Please Circle)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Skills Completed:
	
	
	
	Service Completed:  
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical activity completed:
	
	
	
	Expedition area:
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	Royal Certificate Presentation:
	Local
	
	       /
	National
	(please circle)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	St. George’s Day Parade, Windsor:
	I wish to attend
	       /
	I do not wish to attend
	(please circle)
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	Send completed form to Neal & Joanne Charlton, Queen's Scout Co-ordinators, 26 Brownlea Ave., Dukinfield, Cheshire, SK16 4TZ or email to queenscout@gmescouts.org.uk


